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\ Of the PEN. 


TOM, when eftabliſh'd, is called Second Nature; becauſe when we 
are long uſed to a particular Method or Manner of Action, it is a difficult 
Thing to alter it. we 36 
A wiſe Man will change a Cuſtom of antient Date at any Time for a bet- 
er, if ſuch a Change may not occaſion ſome Inconvenience, that may be of as bad 
onſequence as the Continuance of ſuch a Cuſtom, | 
Our Forefathers for many Years practiſed a ſmall running Secretary Hand, and 
bout Years ago, it was as great a Rarity to meet with a Perſon who had 
ot been ſo taught, as it is now to meet with one that is. To talk then of Round 
Hand, and perſuade the Practice of it, was the ſame Thing, as it would be now, 

d introduce a new Character unknown to the Generality of Mankind. 
But at length the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of the Round Hand prevailing with 


acilitate and diſpatch Buſineſs being conſidered, it is univerſally received and prac» 
iſed by all Degrees of Men in all Employments, the Law only excepted, *' 


prove it, and through their worthy Labours for the Public, the — and ſuc- 
—_ Ag have ſuch excellent Pieces to copy after, as perhaps cannot be 
men , 


land, by this Time, may boaſt of Superiority in this goble Art, ſhe having 
dut· done many, and being out-done by none, | 


Of the Round Hand, 


HE principal Things to be aimed at in this (or any) Hand, is to get an exact 
Idea of a good Letter, which is done by a frequent and nice Obſervation of 
correct Copy; and then to get ſuch a Command of Hand as to be able to expreſs 
th the Pen, that Idea on Paper which is attained by conſtant and careful Practice 
ſter good Examples, 


This Hand (and all others) depends on fundamental Letters, which here are 


2 0, MN, J 4 | 
Let 10 inward Width of u, be equal to half its perpendicular Heighth z of » to 

half its Slope-heighth 4 the Heighth of / muſt be equal to twice the Length of n, 

and at leaſt not to exceed thrice z and / myſt be equal in Length to , 

Let the Thickneſs of the full Stroke be equal to one fifth of the Width of u, 

nd when a ſtrong Hand is required, it will bear one fourth, 


The principal Joinings and Meetings of Letters are theſt, 


1, When two right-lined Letters meet and join in the Middle, as «i, 1% 16, nu, 
1 ib, &ec, the Diſtance is equal to the iInwarg Width of », 2755 
2, When two Ovals meet, as 00, ve, bo, , &c, the Diſtance is equal to' 
mat . 


» 


Inſirudtions on the Art of WRITING. Y 


any eminent Penmen to ſhew the Delicacy of it, and its natural Tendency to 


All our modern Writing · Maſters in their Copy- Books have endeavoured to im- 


This Hand is compoſed of an Oval and a ſtraight Line, and leans to the Right, 


Ay 


CCC nc eee W 


ww 7 
7 


* 8 5 | = ' 5 2 . 
Ky Inftruftions on the Art of Writing, 
„ l the Oval and the Right-line meet, as 67, ui, Ju, on, Jo, lo, &c. the 


ſtance is equal. to the Third Part, of the Width. of K os + 
4. When the Right-lined meet and join with a Turn at the Top of the follow] 
Letters; ns, un, an, in, my,” dec, the Diſtande is equal to » and half u, the half 
| being allowed for the Turn at the Top, and the joining Stroke, but when they 
: come before x, 4, or x, as ux, is, iz, &c. then the Diſtance is about , and the 
| third . Part of „ "= » , f * 
8. When half. oval Letters eome before right-tne;. and join in the middle, as 0, 
0 e, wt," the Diſtance is equal to u and half u, but when t y join with a Turn at 
| /  . the Top, as ew, xn, cy, &c. about the Thickneſs of the Full ſtroke may be al- 
oed for the Turn, and if they come before 4, x, or 8, as ox, 0%, 02, the Dſanc 
is near twice u. T AD 4 
/ ,» The Manner of joining the Letters is beſt diſcovered by the Examples, but in 
A general, the Diſtance between the Letters appears to the Eye nearly equal in Area to 
9 1 . 


hite —_— in W u. 0 0 . a of 1 1 10 

ove your Hand and turn lightly on the End of your lit nora on endeg» 
ull and fine 

wants reſting 


r fr vour to make « whole Letter at one continued Stroke, expreſſing 
| Stroke without turning or taking off the Pen, but when your 
ou may for your Conveniency take off the Pen, tho' it be in the Middle of f 
por yet never in a full Stroke, but only where it may be continued without be- 
7 diſcerned, or any ways prejudictal to the Letter. | 
et the Hair Strokes of the u, n, &c, be carried. out from about the Middle of 
the Body Strokes, and let the Turn at the Top and Bottom of the laſt Stroke, as 
well as the other Turns of that Kind be alike ; and then there will be an Agreement 
. between the fine as there is between the Body Strokes. ut 
.C | Make Copa Letters e to the Height, of /, and a little ſtronger, 6 
| Let the Diſtance of Words be equal to the Width of the ſmall , and not much 


Of Striking, er Command of Hand, Figures, &c, - 
| 4. [4 6 g1-1:.8 een [3 e159; e SF 4 N 
TRIKING is called Command of Hand, becauſe it is performed wit 


a1 


n 


\ 


Fi. 


the'teaſt'Agitutions of the Fingers, or reſting on the Hand or Arm, 
It is of two Kinds, Engliſh and Dutch. 


The Engliſh Command is performed with the Hollow of the Pen turned towards 
the End gf the Middle Finger, and is naturally light, airy, and genteel 4 therefor 
the moſt beautiful for Figures, Flouriſhes, £c. as well as moſt agreeable for the 
Italian and Running Round Hands, #9 | 
The Dutch Command is performed with the Hollow or Scope of the Pen, hel 
towards the Ball or Hollow of the Hand ; and is moſt er for Letters in the 
Round Hand, becauſe the Fulls fall alike ; the Pen being as in Writing, only 
4 | the Knib a little elevated. 6 
3 The Center of Motion in Striking is at the Shoulder, from whence let your Hand 
* anc Arm ſwing together, with a ſprightly Motion, without reſting or touching the 

per with any thing but the Pen, which muſt not be turned in the Hand while 
you are making of any Stroke, 

The flower the Motion the ſurer 4 but yet there muſt be ſuch a Boldneſy and 
Freedom obſerved, that the Stroke may be ſmart and clean, without Roughneld or 
any Flatneſs or Corners, | | | 
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